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SMG’s Grow Native! 
By Jane Jones, SMG Member 

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is an easy to 

grow, long blooming, colorful perennial plant that 

grows well in wetlands, ditches, and irrigation pro-

ject areas.  Once established, it forms dense clus-

ters of plant material with purple spiked flowers that 

encroach deeply into native vegetation.  Because it 

spreads rapidly and disturbs native plant material 

and the wildlife that depends on native plants for 

survival, purple loosestrife is on the invasive plant 

list of most states, including Indiana. 

 Blazing star (Liatris spicata) is one of the 

replacement plant suggestions made by the Mid-

west Invasive Plant Network.  Blazing star is in the 

daisy or aster family 

and is a clump form-

ing perennial, growing 

2-4 feet tall with red-

purple spike-like flow-

ers.  It grows from 

corms but is most of-

ten propagated by 

seed. Moist sandy soil 

in full sun is preferred, but 

the plant tolerates var- ied 

soil and moisture conditions.   Blazing star will do 

well in a pollinator garden, perennial border, rain 

garden, or native plant garden.  It would look well 

with companion plants such as Beebalm (Monarda 

didyma) and Purple Coneflower (Echinacea pur-

purea). 

 

 You can see from the 

pictures that Blazing star is 

similar in appearance to the 

undesirable purple loosestrife. 

 Other replacement 

plant suggestions for purple 

loosestrife are swamp milk-

weed (Asclepias incarnata) or 

Carolina phlox(Phlox carolina). 
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Purple Loosestrife  
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Blazing Star 
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